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PNC Bank Launches iPhone Mobile Banking in Apple App
Store

By Jim Bruene on February 12, 2009 4:42 PM | Comments (1)

You'd think that seven months after Apple launched the App

Store for the iPhone, it would no longer be news when a U.S.

bank adds an application to the store.

It's not like there is a cost-prohibitive slotting fee. Developers

pay Apple exactly zero dollars to be listed in the store (note 1).

Apple's revenue is from the 30% share of any fees charged for

an app. All the bank apps are free, so that's not an issue.

But it is news since the addition of PNC Bank  two weeks age (app here) brings the grand total

of bank-specific apps to four, five if you count PayPal. Even if you include the several dozen

banks supported by Firethorn's multi-bank app, there still no more than 40 banks supported

(note 2). And there's not a single credit union, yet. 

Here are the five App Store participants in order of their appearance:

Bank of America and PayPal were both in the App Store when it first opened in July

2008 (post here)

IBC Bank (powered by m Foundr y ), launched in Sep. 2008 (post here)

Chase Bank, launched Dec. 2008 (post here)

PNC Bank (powered by mFoundry), launched late January 2009

Wells Fargo has an iPhone app, but it's not yet shown up in the official App Store.

PNC mobile banking a pp

PNC's entry is a full-featured app powered by mFoundry. Along with balance and transaction

activity, it includes bill pay, funds transfer, and an ATM finder with location-based capabilities.

Users must enable mobile banking from within online banking in order to use the app.

The app has risen from number 17 in the Finance category a week ago to 13 today (note 3).

However, the app has not made it to the PNC website as yet (note 4).

PNC iPhone A pp s cr eens hots  (11 Feb 2009)
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Might be something to note that the Bank of America app and the Chase app are just

application "skins" over the safari browser. In my opinion this is just pure laziness and a way

to get speed to market with a sub quality iPhone experience

PNC, paypal, and IBC actually have a full fledged iPhone application.

Well-Fargo is due out soon with a full fledged application, too.

The Virtual Wallet calendar does have a new features button which features the iPhone

application.
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